
  



WELCOME TO ALL READERS of this first Newsletter of the
newly-formed Cotswold Line Promotion Group and a 'th ank
you' to all those whose help - financial and otherw ise - has
enabled our campaign to be officially launched.  As  you will
see foundations have already been laid and things a re astir.
It is however only a start and much remains to be d one if the
long-term future of our vital railway line is to be  assured.

Finally, two serious and urgent pleas:

1. Newsletters such as ours should reflect the view s of the
membership. Please help this aim by sending article s,
news items, letters  and suggestions to the secreta ry or
to any member of the committee.

2. As the minimum subscription is low a large membershi p is
essential. if you are not yet a member please join us now
by completing the tear-off application form in this
newsletter.  If you have already 'signed on' please  ask a
friend to follow your shining example.

Many thanks and here's to a long, and successful fu ture!

INAUGURAL MEETING

Any lingering doubts about the success of pre-meeti ng pub-
licity were dispelled when over 100 people had crow ded into
the Moreton-in-Marsh Women's Institute hall by 10.3 0 a.m.
on March 11. Colonel McLelland who, to our great goo d
fortune, had readily agreed to take the chair,calle d the
meeting to order and proceedings were under way wit hout loss
of time.

Mr Whitaker and Mr Mather, respectively BR area manage rs at
Worcester and Oxford, had hoped to be present but w ere
unfortunately prevented from attending by the call of duty:
each however sent a deputy who took part in the gen eral
discussion.

Motions setting up the Cotswold Line Promotion Grou p and
approving its draft constitution were passed unanim ously.

STOP PRESS!
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officers and committee were duly elected (see below ) and a
minimum subscription of 50p for individuals and £1 f or
organizations agreed.

We then had interesting talks from, the chairman of  the
Railway Invigoration Society and of the Transport a nd the
Environment Group followed by a lively general disc ussion
which could have gone on for much longer had time a llowed.

Before the close Mr Michael Downes proposed a vote of  thanks
to Colonel McLelland for his conduct of the meeting.   The
warmth with which this was received must have left Colonel
McLelland in no doubt about our appreciation of his support.
Sixty members were enrolled on the spot: this was e ncourag-
ing, but of course we need many more if we are to a chieve our
aims.

Officers

Chairman: Oliver Lovell  Corner Cottage  Church St
Moreton-in-Marsh 50968

Secretary: Alfred Fountain 2 St Davids Walk Moreton-
in-Marsh 50083

Treasurer: Mrs  Jo Stanley   43 Stockwells Moreton-in-Marsh
50252

Committee members and areas covered

Mr Graham Stokes 9 Orchard Place Harvington Evesham 870504.
(Worcester, Pershore, Evesham)

Mr Wally Povey  8 Station Rd  Ebrington  Chipping Campden.
Evesham 840533 (Evesham to Moreton-in-Marsh)

Mr Richard Henshaw 2 Hollybank  Longorough  Stow 30614  (Moreton-
in-Marsh)

Mr Christopher Ambury  Over Norton Park Over Norton  Chipping
Norton 3975 (Kingham, Shipton, Ascott and Charlbury)

Dr Keith Harrap   l3la Main Rd    Long Hanborough  Oxon   Freeland
882428. (Finstock, Combe, Handborough)

Rev Tom Comber  32 Alexandra Rd Oxford 44632. (Oxford)

Members wishing to raise matters affecting a partic ular area are
invited to get in touch with the appropriate commit tee member.
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PROPOSALS

The Cotswold Line has been at risk in the past and an
important reason for forming the Group now is to gu ard
against closure or downgrading in the future.  The aim
therefore is to promote more passenger and freight traffic
and to achieve this by working with British Rail, t he Trade
Unions, tourist bodies and local authorities.  Topi cs cur-
rently under discussion include:

1. Increased publicity by means of leaflets, poster s and
information boards.

2. More rail/coach tours, summer excursion trains a nd bar-
gain fares to specified destinations.

3. Improvements in bus feeder services.

4. Improved services to unstaffed stations (e.g., Pe rshore
and Handborough).

5. The re-introduction of a late-night service to W orces-
ter.

6. The long-term implications for the Cotswold Line  of the
proposed Worcester Parkway Station and of a High Sp eed
Train service on the Oxford/Birmingham line.

Handborough irritation - a stopping problem

I live only five minutes walk from Handborough Stati on.
Three trains stop there each day, two in the mornin g (06.50
and 08.28) for Oxford and one returning in the even ing at
17.38.

For me, the train is the method I choose for travell ing to
work in Oxford each day.  The ten minute journey is  good
value at a day return fare of 57p.  The problem com es on those
occasions when I have to go to London.  The morning  journey
up is easy enough with connections at Oxford for Pa ddington
from the two a.m. trains.  It is the return journey which
causes difficulty. Only rarely can I leave London b y 16.20 -
the latest possible departure time which connects with the
only local service from Oxford. This usually
means,therefore,that I cannot use the train from Ha ndborough in

Sir
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HEREFORD TO LONDON ROUTES
The news that the 1978/79 passenger schedules are t o remain
largely unaltered on the London/Worcester/Hereford route
is at first sight a welcome confirmation of the imp rovements
initiated in May 1977.  But it is disturbing that, as
revealed in a Modern Railway survey of the
Newport/Shrewsbury/Crewe route (March 1978), one-th ird of
all passenger journeys between Hereford and London have now
transferred from the Cotswold Line to the connectin g serv-
ice with the Newport/London High Speed Train.  From  May 1978
improved connections will provide a fastest ever tr ansit
time of 2 hours 35 minutes from Hereford to Padding ton via
Newport (departing Hereford 07.20): obviously compe titive
with the through morning service via Worcester.

The 1977/78 timetable shows the overall position to be as fol-
lows:

  Average transit times (minutes)
to London From London

Through trains via Worcester (3 each way) 189 189

HST/Newport connections(4 up,6 down) 185 186

Graham Stokes

Footnote

Though the Day Return rate to London of £9.30 appli es to both
routes, there are no restrictions via Worcester & o ne can
catch the 07.12 'through' breakfast train.  Via New port,
however,one cannot leave before 08.03 unless the fu ll re-
turn fare of over £14. is paid.

the morning either and I have to resign myself to a rush-hour
drive to Oxford Station and back.   It seems a personal
niggle, I know, but it is a source of real irritati on when I
think that both the 17.00 and the 18.00 trains from  Padding-
ton pass through Handborough anyway but of course ne ither of
them stop!

Handborough Station has ample free parking space so motor-
ists could use the station for services to Paddingt on if
only a couple of through trains would stop there ea ch day.
Both Witney and Woodstock would be well served in th is way.

Keith Harrap
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     FOR YOUR DIARY.

MON. MAY lst .  B.R. 'Awayday' Excursion to CHESTER & LLAND-
UDNO from Evesham & Pershore.  
Cost £3.40 Adults (£2.25 Children).
Please enquire at stations for timings & book
direct.

MON. MAY15th Cycle Trip,- Moreton-in-Marsh to Kingham
(Train back).Refreshments at the Langston
Arms. A 10 mile ride along country lanes.
Dept.  Station Yard 17.30. Return 19.24
train.  Bikes travel FREE! Cost 46p. (23p
Children) + refreshments.

TUES.JUNE l3th An informal 'Get-Together' at the Over Nor-
ton home of Mr.&Mrs.Ambury. (Chris is a com-
mittee member & Chairman of the Charlbury &
Kingham Rail Passengers Assn.).
Bill of fare Cheese & Wine & the showing of
fascinating slides of some of the unusual
spots abroad which Chris has recently vis-
ited.
Cost 75p.  Phone C/Norton 3975 by June 9th.
for route details.

SAT. JUNE llth B.R. 'Awayday' Excursion to LONDON from
Pershore,Evesham & Moreton. 
Cost £3.40 Adults (£2.25 Children).
Please enquire at stations for timings & book
direct.

SUN. JULY 30th. B.R. 'Awayday' Excursion to CANTERBURY,
MARGATE & RAMSGATE from Pershore,Evesham &
Moreton-in-Marsh.
Cost £3.40 Adults (£2.25 Children). Depar-
ture times not yet known.

We hope to arrange a C.L.P.G. block booking with B.R . so as
to travel as a party. s.a.e. please to the Secretar y with
Cash/P.Order/Cheque by July 15th.

Note Only those excursions serving intermediate stations  on
the Cotswold Line are listed. Please contact Oxford  or
Worcester Travel Centres for other trips & Bargain Fares.

* * STOP PRESS:- WED. MAY 17th - Nationwide - B.B.C. 1. T.V.
Peter Parker answers questions from viewers on rail way
matters.
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LINESIDE NEWS
FLY THE COTSWOLD LINE to Heathrow
Airport & save yourself a lot of time
& money. B.R. operates a highly suc
cessful half-hourly coach service 
from Reading station to Terminals 
1,2  & 3. The fare from Reading is 
only £2.20.

If you take your car to Heathrow,
remember the high cost of parking &
those wretched double yellow lines!
So catch your local 'Inter-City
train to the Continent.

STATIONS -WORCESTER to MORETON.  The "Two
for One" tickets & the Saturday Saver are
due to be withdrawn soon.  Please watch for
notices in case they are extended.

PERSHORE A traffic survey on the morning &
evening commuter trains (March 13th/17th)
noted 170 passenger journeys.  Not bad, but
the future of the station remains at risk.

MORETON-IN-MARSH A 'Mini Travel Centre'
has been set up in the Post Office.  This
gives information on all rail & bus serv-
ices in the area & is proving very popular.

STATIONS KINGHAM to HANDBOROUGH 'Saturday
Saver' tickets to London for only £2.25.
(Children £1.13.) Depart a.m. & return by
any train.

* A request from the Moreton Station
staff for bedding plants. - Can you
help?

Stations to re-open?

Hereford & Worcestershire County Council
is anxious to re-open two stations on the
west bank of the River Severn to encourage
daily travellers to the city of Worcester
to use the railway and thus ease severe
rush-hour congestion over the river
bridge.
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