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TO THE COTSWOLD LINE PROMOTION GROUP has been formed!
Enoourage the fulles® possible use of tke Oxford/Worcester Lire
by both passengers & fraight.

TO Safeguard & improve both rail & btus [eedexr servicee.

EXTRACT FROM A IRDTER HECZIVED FROM PETER PARKER - Chairman of the
Railways Board.

% 1 ghould like to wish your Promobion Group
every possible sucpesg in what they ave trying to do. Anything
that can attract more people basck onto rail is so worthwhile,
We have a fipe service & tradition to be mroud of & there's an
itpoerdant rale for rail te play in the years ahead.

I'm delightad we ars working together with you ou this campaign,
We pertainly want to do a1l wa can %o help®.



WELCOVE TO ALL READERS of this first Newsletter of the

newly-formed Cotswold Line Promotion Group and a 'th

you'toallthosewhosehelp-financialandotherw
enabledourcampaigntobeofficiallylaunched.As
seefoundationshavealreadybeenlaidandthingsa
Itishoweveronlyastartandmuchremainstobed
long-termfutureofourvitalrailwaylineistobe

Finally,twoseriousandurgentpleas:
1. Newsletterssuchasoursshouldreflecttheview

membership. Please help this aim by sending article
newsitems,lettersandsuggestionstothesecreta

toanymemberofthecommittee.

2. Astheminimumsubscriptionislow alargemembershi

essential.ifyouarenotyetamemberpleasejoin

by completing the tear-off application form in this

newsletter.Ifyouhavealready'signedon’please
friendtofollowyourshiningexample.

Manythanksandhere'stoalong,andsuccessfulfu

STOPPRESS!
Mayl17th,SeeEventsDiary.

| NAUGURAL MEETI NG

Anylingeringdoubtsaboutthesuccessofpre-meeti
licityweredispelledwhenover100peoplehadcrow

/!

gio-

the Moreton-in-MarshWomen's Institute hallby 10.3

on March 11. Colonel McLelland who, to our great goo
fortune, had readily agreed to take the chair,calle
meetingtoorderandproceedingswereunderwaywit

oftime.

Mr Whitaker andMr Mather,respectivelyBRareamanage
Worcester and Oxford, had hoped to be present but w

unfortunatelypreventedfromattendingbythecall

each however sent a deputy who took part in the gen

discussion.

Motions setting up the Cotswold Line Promotion Grou

approvingitsdraftconstitutionwere passedunanim
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officersandcommitteeweredulyelected (seebelow )anda

minimum subscription of 50p for individuals and £1 f or
organizationsagreed.

We then had interesting talks from, the chairman of the
Railway Invigoration Society and ofthe Transporta ndthe
EnvironmentGroupfollowedbyalivelygeneraldisc ussion
whichcouldhavegoneonformuchlongerhadtimea llowed.
BeforethecloseMr MichaelDownes proposedavoteof thanks
to Colonel McLelland for his conduct of the meeting. The
warmthwithwhichthiswasreceivedmusthaveleft Colonel
McLelland innodoubtaboutourappreciationothis support.
Sixtymemberswereenrolledonthespot:thiswase ncourag-
ing,butofcourseweneedmanymoreifwearetoa chieveour
aims.

; s Fruvploacs
Secretary

Oficers

Chai rman: A iver Lovel | CornerCottageChurchSt
Moreton-in-Marsh50968

Secretary: Al fred Fountain 2 St Davids Walk Moreton-
in-Marsh50083

Treasurer: Ms Jo Stanl ey43Stockwells Moreton-in-Marsh
50252

Commi tt ee nenber s and ar eas cover ed

M G ahamSt okes 90rchardPlaceHarvington Evesham870504.
(Worcester,Pershore,Evesham)

M Wally Povey 8 Station Rd Ebrington Chipping Campden.
Evesham840533(EveshamtoMoreton-in-Marsh)

M Ri char d Henshaw 2HollybankLongorough Stow30614 (Moreton-
in-Marsh)

M Chri st opher Anbury Over Norton Park Over Norton Chipping
Norton3975(Kingham,Shipton,Ascott andCharlbury)

Dr Keith Harrap I3la MainRd LongHanborough Oxon Freeland
882428.(Finstock,Combe,Handborough)

Rev TomComnber 32Alexandra Rd Oxford44632.(Oxford)

Memberswishingtoraise mattersaffectingapartic ularareaare
invitedtogetintouchwiththeappropriatecommit teemember.




PROPCSALS

The Cotswold Line has been at risk in the past and an

important reason for forming the Group now is to gu ard

against closure or downgrading in the future. The aim

thereforeistopromote morepassengerandfreight traffic

andtoachievethisbyworkingwithBritish Rail, t heTrade

Unions, touristbodiesandlocalauthorities. Topi cscur-

rentlyunderdiscussioninclude:

1. Increased publicity by means of leaflets, poster sand
informationboards.

2. Morerail/coachtours,summerexcursiontrainsa ndbar-

gainfarestospecifieddestinations.

3. Improvementsinbusfeederservices.

4. Improvedservicestounstaffed stations(e.g.,Pe rshore
andHandborough).

5. There-introduction ofalate-nightservicetowW orces-
ter.

6. Thelong-termimplicationsforthe CotswoldLine ofthe
proposed Worcester Parkway Station and of aHigh Sp eed
TrainserviceontheOxford/Birminghamline.

Sir

Handboroughirritation- astoppingproblem

I live only five minutes walk from Handborough Stati on.

Threetrainsstopthereeachday,twointhemornin g(06.50

and 08.28) for Oxford and one returningin the even ing at

17.38.

Forme,thetrainisthemethod| choosefortravell ingto

work in Oxford each day. The ten minute journey is good

valueatadayreturnfareof57p.Theproblemcom esonthose
occasionswhenlhavetogotoLondon. Themorning journey
upiseasyenoughwithconnectionsatOxfordforPa ddington
fromthe two a.m. trains. Itisthe returnjourney which
causesdifficulty.OnlyrarelycanlleaveLondonb y16.20-
the latest possible departure time which connects with the
only local service from Oxford. This usually
means,therefore,thatlcannotusethetrainfromHa ndborough in
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the morning either and I haveto resign

drive to Oxford Station and back.
niggle,lknow,butitisasourceofrealirritati
thinkthatboththel7.00andthel18.00trainsfrom
tonpassthroughHandborough anywaybutofcoursene
themstop!

Handborough Stationhasamplefreeparkingspaceso
ists could use the station for services to Paddingt
onlyacouple ofthroughtrainswould stopthereea
BothWitneyandWoodstock wouldbewellservedinth

Keith Harrap

HEREFORD TO LONDON ROUTES

Thenewsthatthe1978/79passengerschedulesaret
largely unaltered on the London/Worcester/Hereford
isaffirstsightawelcomeconfirmationoftheimp

initiated in May 1977. But it is disturbing that,
revealed in a Modern Railway survey
Newport/Shrewsbury/Creweroute(March1978),one-th
allpassengerjourneysbetweenHerefordandLondon
transferredfromthe CotswoldLinetotheconnectin
icewiththeNewport/LondonHighSpeedTrain.From
improved connections will provide a fastest ever tr

time of 2hours 35 minutesfromHerefordto Padding
Newport(departingHereford07.20):0bviouslycompe
withthethroughmorningserviceviaWorcester.

The 1977/78
lows:

timetable shows the overall positionto be as fol-

myselftoarush-hour
It seems a personal
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Averagetransittimes(minutes)
toLondon FromLondon

ThroughtrainsviaWorcester(3eachway) 189 189

HST/Newportconnections(4up,6down) 185 186

Graham Stokes

Foot not e

ThoughtheDayReturnratetoLondonof£9.30appli
routes, there are norestrictions viaWorcester & o
catch the 07.12 'through' breakfast train. Via New
however,one cannotleave before 08.03 unlessthefu
turnfareofover£14.ispaid.

estoboth
necan
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llre-



BWENTRS FORYORD ARY.

MON.MAYlst . B.R. 'Awayday'ExcursiontoCHESTER&LLAND-
UDNO fromEvesham&Pershore.
Cost £3.40Adults(£2.25Children).
Pleaseenquireatstationsfortimings&book
direct.

MON.MAY15th  Cycle Trip,- Moreton-in-Marsh to Kingham
(Train back).Refreshments at the Langston
Arms. A 10 mile ride along country lanes.
Dept. Station Yard 17.30. Return 19.24
train. Bikes travel FREE! Cost 46p. (23p
Children)+refreshments.

TUES.JUNE I13th _ Aninformal'Get-Together'attheOverNor-
tonhomeofMr.&Mrs.Ambury. (Chris isacom-
mittee member & Chairman ofthe Charlbury &
KinghamRailPassengersAssn.).

Bill of fare Cheese & Wine & the showing of
fascinating slides of some of the unusual

spots abroad which Chris has recently vis-

ited.

Cost_ 75p. Phone C/Norton 3975 by June 9th.
forroutedetails.

SATJUNE lith  B.R. 'Awayday' Excursion to LONDON from
Pershore,Evesham&Moreton.
Cost £3.40Adults(£2.25Children).
Pleaseenquireatstationsfortimings&book
direct.

SUNJULY30th. B.R. 'Awayday' Excursion to CANTERBURY,
MARGATE &RAMSGATE from Pershore,Evesham &
Moreton-in-Marsh.
Cost  £3.40 Adults (£2.25 Children). Depar-
turetimesnotyetknown.

WehopetoarrangeaC.L.P.G. blockbookingwithB.R . soas
totravelasaparty. s.a.e. please to the Secretar ywith
Cash/P.Order/ChequebyJuly15th.

Note Onlythoseexcursionsservingintermediatestations on
the Cotswold Line are listed. Please contact Oxford or
WorcesterTravelCentresforothertrips&Bargain Fares.

* * STOP PRESS: - VED. MAY 17t h -Nationwide-B.B.C. 1.T.V.

Peter Parker answers questions from viewers on rail way
matters.



LINESIDE NEWS
FLY THE COTSWOLD LI NE to Heathrow

Airport&saveyourselfalotoftime
&money.B.R. operatesahighlysuc
cessful half-hourlycoachservice
fromReadingstationtoTerminals
1,2 &3.ThefarefromReadingis
only£2.20.

If you take your car to Heathrow,
rememberthe highcostofparking &
thosewretcheddoubleyellowlines!
So catch your local 'Inter-City
traintothe Continent.

STATI ONS - WORCESTER t 0 MORETON. The"Two
for One"tickets & the Saturday Saver are
duetobewithdrawnsoon.Pleasewatchfor
noticesincasetheyareextended.

PERSHORE Atrafficsurveyonthemorning&
eveningcommutertrains(March 13th/17th)
noted170passengerjourneys.Notbad,but
thefutureofthestationremainsatrisk.

MORETON- | N MARSH A 'Mini Travel Centre'
has been setup in the Post Office. This
givesinformation onall rail & bus serv-
icesinthearea&isprovingverypopular.

STATI ONS KI NGCHAMt 0 HANDBOROUCH 'Saturday
Saver' tickets to London for only £2.25.
(Children£1.13.) Departa.m. &returnby

anytrain.

*ArequestfromtheMoretonStation
staffforbeddingplants.-Canyou
help?

Stationstore-open?

Hereford & Worcestershire County Council
is anxiousto re-open two stations onthe
westbankofthe RiverSeverntoencourage
daily travellerstothe city of Worcester

to use the railway and thus ease severe
rush-hour congestion over the river
bridge.

D Z VEMBERS - MEMBERS - MEMBERS!

WANTE

)

HELPUSTOBECOMESTRONGANDEFFECTIVE.

n50Pence),

ACTNOW BYCOMPLETINGTHEFORMOVERLEAF (MinimumSubscriptio
ITSYQUR LINEYOUR ACTIVESUPPORTISVITALTOSUCCESS.




Contributions to NEWSLETTER
¥o. 2. by JUNE 8th.please,

A GROUP OUTIHG THIS STMNMERT

Ideas & offexrs of help will
be pratefully received.

FARE DEALS

There are five different Fare Deal Ticketa.

Agk et your station for the "How {o Choome

your Rail Ticket“leaflat & pick the ticket

that best suits your requirxementa

That the Student Ra2ileard has been extended te
cover the 14 to 17 year clds.

That the Sanior Citfzen Raileard Eﬁﬁ_.e\m half .
price travel (£7.00 all journeys,i3.50 dwaydays onlyle
That the Kellog's Free child ticket offer expires
en June 25th. .

That Bisycles travel FREE on all but High Speed Traine.

FOR TRAINX & TRAVEL ENQUIRIES CONTACT YOUL
ATEA TRAVEL CENTRK.

WORCESTER 27211. = QXFORD

4744

B CUT HERE mmescc=cs=s===m==z%=

APPLICATION FOR MED MEMBXRSHIR ngo.ﬁ? complete & zend with your mﬁum@&.«_wﬁuoﬂ Q\EH- 50P. u
to *the Treasurer, pexT, Mro. J Stenley, 43 Stockwalis, Moretopn-ineMarsh, Gloe, or hand

to any Committes Momber.)

I wish to becoms a member of ths COTSWOLD LINE

YAME Mc/Mea/Miae,
LDDRESS % Tel No,

PROMOTION GROUF & enclose . . .
as my memberaiip subsoription to April 50th, ._n.qw.




