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What the COTSWOLD LINE PROMOTION
GROUP DOES

The main function of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group is to
encourage the fullest use of the line between Oxford, Worcester and
Hereford. It does this partly by distributing literature to places which the
rail industry does not reach.

The Group participates in various events in the catchment area of the
Line. The main one is the Moreton-in-Marsh Show in September each
year.

It also strives to obtain the best possible standard and level of service
from the train operators and holds regular meetings with management in
order to achieve this.

From time to time, the Group organises meetings, some of which
involve rail managers, at which members of the public can put their
views. It also holds other social events, such as film evenings, coffee
mornings etc.

In 1998, the Group undertook the production of an "Appraisal and
Development Plan" for the Line and this was followed by the formation
of the "Cotswolds and Malverns Transport Partnership" comprising local
authorities, train operators, Network Rail and the CLPG. This body
negotiated with Network Rail and the Department for Transport to obtain
infrastructure improvements for the benefit of users of the Line. It was
from this initiative that a decision was taken to reinstate double track
along 20 miles of the Cotswold Line.

The Group has been instrumental in celebrating the 150th anniversary
of the opening of Worcester Shrub Hill in 2001, then in 2002, Evesham
and Pershore, and in 2003, Evesham to Oxford. In June 2003, in
association with Thames Trains, a Gala Day was held at Moreton-in-
Marsh. Kingham station's 150th anniversary was in August 2005.

The Group also arranges day trips. These are usually by train, although
coach trips, like the one to the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Railway on
25th June 2011, are not ruled out. Some involve the chartering of trains
from one of our train operators. In recent years, these have included
destinations such as Weymouth, Barmouth, Kingswear, Matlock,
Chester and Cardiff. In 2010, there was a highly successful excursion
to Minehead and, on 10th September 2011, Portsmouth and Southsea
and Portsmouth Harbour are the destinations, using a First Great
Western High Speed Train.

COTSWOLD « MALVERN
LINE NEWS

The Group issues its own "Newsletter" three times a year
and this tells members what is happening on the Line. It
is also on sale to the general public, price £1.00.
Associated with this is the Group's internet web site -
www.clpg.co.uk - which is regularly updated with the
latest news.

In 1995, the Group published a book detailing 14 station to station walks

all the way from Hereford to Oxford. 2000 copies of the fully illustrated
book were printed and, almost all have now been sold A second book, mm “ L
featuring walks in the opposite direction, was published in September

2009. This is available from local stations or, post free, from the mm m G

Membership Secretary, to CLPG members, at a reduced price of £6.00.
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Originating from the 1850s, the Cotswold and Malvern Line has MORETON-IN-MARSH

never had the luxury of being a route which has enjoyed much
favour with train operators. Agreed, it had its glory days, with
named expresses powering their way between London and
Worcester, but it was always regarded as a "secondary" route by
those who ran the railways.

To Birmingham

KINGHAM

Ascott-under-Wychwood
By the late 1960s, many of its stations had been closed and freight

had almost disappeared. Then, in 1971, came the decision from which

stemmed most of the subsequent problems - large sections were reduced to

single track. Operationally, this proved to be a disaster but, unfortunately, the cost of rectifying
it was astronomic. However, much of it was reinstated in 2011 following pressure from the CLPG.

The Line struggled on during the 1970s and, in 1978, the Cotswold Line Promotion Group was formed
with a view to raising the profile and encouraging more people to use it so that any possibility of closure

To Reading and

could be averted. In this it has largely succeeded, albeit after a few alarms in the early days. Landon Packingion

The transfer of the railways into private operation in 1996 changed the role of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group. Under British
Rail, the Group only had to deal with one organisation, although often two parts of it. This became four train operators, for each
of which the Cotswold and Malvern Line constituted a very small part of its business. Subsequent refranchising has reduced this
to two. First Great Western now provides the all of the services between Oxford and Worcester, and shares the route between
Worcester and Hereford with London Midland. Hereford station is managed by Arriva Trains Wales. The Group maintains contact
with all of these organisations, as well as with Network Rail, which maintains the track, signalling and structures. Whilst the Group
does not involve itself with individual complaints, preferring to leave this to the official watch dog body, Passenger Focus, it does
take up with its industry contacts general matters which are causing dissatisfaction to the travelling public and which could be
deterring people from travelling on the trains.

Membership of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group grew rapidly in its early days and by 1996 had reached 2143. Unfortunately,
this has reduced somewhat since privatisation of the railways and, at the end of June 2011 stood at just over 1700. A considerable
number of regular users of the Line are known to have not yet joined the Group. Hopefully, this is because of a lack of
knowledge about what the Group is trying to do to improve their journeys. Perhaps, reading through this leaflet and learning of
the Group's 33 years of experience in dealing with rail management, you may be convinced that it could be worth parting with
just a few pounds per year to give encouragement to the Group's Officers and Committee Members. The Group hopes that those
who have not previously supported its activities will now do so. The more members the Group has, the more strength it can
claim when dealing with rail management.

The Group has achieved one of its major aims - to obtain significant infrastructure improvements to the line. However, much still
remains to be done. In the immediate future, the Group would like to see an hourly interval service between Oxford and, at
least, Worcester. This ambition is partly achieved in September 2011, with several additional trains introduced as far as Moreton-
in-Marsh. With First Great Western recently announcing that it will not be taking up the option of a 3 year extension to its
franchise, there could be a great chance to influence bidders for the new franchise and press for this improved level of service.
For this reason, the Group needs to demonstrate that it has a high level of support from users of the trains along the line.
Please join us and feel free to put your suggestions to the Group's Committee.

To join, just complete and return the membership fo rm.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION.

Valid from 1st August 2011 until further notice.

Please do not write in boxes above.

Please do NOT use for membership renewals.

I/we enclose remittance as shown below. Cheques etc. should be made

Please enrol me/us as a member of the Cotswold Line Promotion Group up to 31st
payable to the COTSWOLD LINE PROMOTION GROUP. Memberships received in

August 201....

Name (Mr./Mrs./MISSIMS. .......)cocueeeiiie e
If joining in March to July

(inclusive), please add £1 to the rate shown to take your membership up to the following

August automatically run through to the following year.
31st August.

Address

The MINIMUM  annual membership rates are:

Please tick:

£4.00

Individual Membership

£3.00
£100.00

Senior Citizen Membership (Individual)

Life Membership (Individual)

Family Membership

POSt COde ....uvvvveeeeeiciiieeeee e

£5.00
£10.00

SOLD OuUT

Corporate Membership (Councils, Firms etc.)

Tel. No

CLPG Tie(s) at £7.00 each

EMaiBAArESS. ... ..

copies of "From the Thames to the Wye" (CLPG's

second book of station to station walks) at £6.00 each

Voluntary Donation

Signed

Total Amount enclosed

The Group's membership records are held on a computer for our own

Data Protection Act.

internal use ONLY. Members' details will not be made available to any other organisation.
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